THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

It was decided to have him read out of the Re-
publican party as a warning to him of how he was
imperiling his hopes of the only nomination he
valued, and at the same time have Republican
leaders go to him or his friends and advise him and
them that if he would only declare his Republican-
ism, a popular demand would force his nomination
at Chicago.

Senator Penrose was chosen as the Republican
whose pontifical damnation would most impress
Mr. Hoover.   The late W. Murray Crane, whom I
have heard described at Mr. Roosevelt's  dinner
table as'' the Uriah Heap of the Republican party/'
was the emissary who would advise Mr. Hoover to
confess the error of his ways and seek the absolu-
tion of Penrose.   A diary kept at Republican
National Headquarters in New York reveals the
visits there at the time the plan was made of Mr.
Crane and others who took part in the enterprise.
Mr. Penrose got up from a sick bed and thundered:
tinder no circumstances would he permit the
nomination of Mr. Hoover.

The plot succeeded. In a few days, Mr* Hoover
declared that he would not take the Democratic
nomination. The Democrats dropped him. The
public was bewildered by his finding out that he
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